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while ensuring that polluting projects 
remain heavily scrutinized. 

What we can’t do is simply stand by 
and accept the status quo that is bog-
ging down clean-energy projects that 
will combat extreme weather and cli-
mate catastrophes that threaten vul-
nerable communities, endangered spe-
cies, and stable economies. 

Mr. Speaker, I am ready for us to get 
to this vote on a bill that has no 
chance of becoming law to get it out of 
the way so that both sides can come to-
gether to work on a bipartisan solu-
tion. I invite any of my colleagues to 
come to me and to talk to Chairman 
WESTERMAN, who has been working 
with me on that kind of bipartisan so-
lution. The future of our planet de-
pends on it. We have no time to waste. 
WELCOMING JOE GARCIA AND MICHAEL MORASCO 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I ac-
knowledge and welcome Joe Garcia and 
Michael Morasco, members of the Es-
condido City Council, to Washington, 
D.C. It is my great honor to now rep-
resent that wonderful city in Congress. 
I look forward to working with them. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
PATRICK KILBRIDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. D’ESPOSITO) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a veteran, 
public servant, and fellow brother in 
blue, John Patrick Kilbride, better 
known as Jack. 

Jack Kilbride was a man who lived a 
life of service to the people of America, 
his fellow Long Islanders, and his com-
rades from the United States military. 

Indeed, as a young man and recent 
graduate of Division Avenue High 
School in Levittown, Jack enlisted in 
the United States Marine Corps in 1967, 
at the height of the Vietnam war. Jack 
was sent to Vietnam as a member of 
the India Company in the 3rd Bat-
talion, 26th Marine Regiment, where he 
fought valiantly at Khe Sanh and 
earned two Purple Hearts. 

After catching malaria, Jack was 
sent home, only to be redeployed to 
Vietnam for a second tour with the 9th 
Marines, also known as the Walking 
Dead, a reputation they earned 
through their valor in combat. 

After his honorable discharge from 
military service, Jack joined the ranks 
of the Freeport Police Department 
back on Long Island, where he served 
that community faithfully for 18 years, 
also as a member of their PBA. 

Upon his retirement from the Free-
port Police Department, Jack contin-
ued his life of public service by joining 
Congressman Pete King’s staff as his 
military congressional aide, a position 
he held for 10 years. 

Jack’s remarkable record of selfless 
service truly distinguished him in the 
community, but Jack was not just a 
committed public servant. He was also 
a dedicated family man, as well. 

Jack was a loving husband to Vir-
ginia, known to many as Ginny; a fa-
ther to Michael, Kelly, and Kristin; and 
grandfather to 12 grandchildren, who 
lit up his world and knew him best as 
Pop. 

He was also the brother to Marine 
Corps Major Chuck Kilbride, a great 
man who works on Long Island to 
make sure underprivileged children see 
the blessings of the holiday season 
each and every year by leading our 
Toys for Tots program. 

Upon Jack’s death, he marked the 
members of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, American Legion, Marine Corps 
League, and Law Enforcement Founda-
tion as his friends and comrades in 
arms. 

On this day, I join many friends, and 
my friend, Major Chuck Kilbride, in re-
membering the life and legacy of John 
Kilbride, a man who lived his life in 
service to his family, his community, 
and this great Nation. 

New York’s Fourth Congressional 
District truly lost an incredible, self-
less neighbor, but Jack’s memory will 
live on forever. 

May he rest in peace. 
f 

RECOGNIZING TRANSGENDER DAY 
OF VISIBILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Massachusetts (Ms. PRESSLEY) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Transgender 
Day of Visibility. 

I am introducing my bill, the Name 
Accuracy in Credit Reporting Act, leg-
islation that is informed by the lived 
experiences of transgender and non-
binary people throughout the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and our coun-
try. 

My bill will rectify the inequities and 
inaccuracies in credit reporting, which 
disproportionately impact transgender 
and nonbinary people. 

During their transition, many 
transgender people choose to legally 
change their names. However, even 
after their legal name change is final-
ized, their credit report continues to 
deadname them, or refer to them by 
their prior name. 

Deadnaming a trans person in their 
credit report comes with many harms 
to one’s mental health and financial 
well-being. When external entities like 
potential lenders or employers receive 
the inaccurate credit reports, 
transgender folks are exposed to dis-
crimination and harassment in credit 
services, housing, and employment. 

Further, some trans and nonbinary 
consumers have reported that when 
they change their name, the credit bu-
reaus fragment their credit report, re-
sulting in a loss of credit history and a 
drop in their credit score. 

My bill will improve accuracy in con-
sumer reporting and increase access to 
housing, jobs, and credit for 
transgender and nonbinary people by 

preventing their unfair denials that re-
sult after a name change. 

b 1030 
The status quo is unjust, inaccurate, 

and unsafe for transgender and non-
binary people. We know that the credit 
bureaus can easily make these changes. 
They do this every day when people 
change their name to get married. It is 
past time that we realize trans justice 
is economic justice. 

My bill has the support of key advo-
cates and trusted voices, but most im-
portantly, it is endorsed by 
transgender and nonbinary people who 
have been impacted by these issues. I 
am a firm believer that the people clos-
est to the pain should be the closest to 
the power, driving and informing the 
policymaking. 

On this Transgender Day of Visi-
bility, may we, as Members of Con-
gress, renew our efforts to condemn 
transphobia in all of its forms. The 
rhetoric is harmful, the policy is vio-
lent, and it stands to harm our most 
vulnerable and marginalized commu-
nities. 

May we stand with trans students 
who deserve to learn in a school envi-
ronment free from hate. May we stand 
with the parents who are raising trans 
children fighting to make a safer world 
for them. May we stand with the com-
munity organizers, movement builders, 
and status quo disrupters who are on 
the front lines of trans liberation. May 
we do more than espouse the values of 
equality and freedom but actually 
practice them to include all people. 

When we say Black lives matter, that 
must include Black trans lives. In the 
fight for human rights, we must affirm 
that trans rights are human rights. 
When we evoke the words of Fannie 
Lou Hamer that nobody is free until we 
all are free, that must include our sib-
lings in the trans community. 

No doubt, the trans community, our 
neighbors and loved ones, have experi-
enced disparate harm, hardship, and vi-
olence. But the transgender commu-
nity is certainly much more than their 
pain and trauma. I thank them for 
showing up every day as their authen-
tic selves and living their lives 
unapologetically. I thank them for the 
roles they play every day as public offi-
cials, as small business owners, as vet-
erans, and more. 

This is true across our country, in-
cluding in my district, the Massachu-
setts 7th. 

Organizers like Tre’Andre Carmel 
Valentine, who advocates for trans and 
nonbinary folks and has established a 
leadership academy to create new op-
portunities for employment and edu-
cation. 

De’zyre Dupree Lewis, who serves as 
a lead community health worker help-
ing residents throughout the district 
access needed care. 

Armani Pasqual, another leader who 
is dedicated to transformational 
change and manages a reentry program 
and combats hunger among those expe-
riencing housing insecurity. 
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They, and so many others in the 

trans community, are rightfully taking 
up space while simultaneously creating 
space, utilizing their talents and skills 
to shape the Massachusetts 7th and be-
yond into a stronger and more beau-
tiful place to live. 

I am truly humbled to serve as their 
Congresswoman, and I will never stop 
fighting for bold and intentional policy 
solutions that promote and support 
their healing, safety, and justice. 

f 

CONDEMNING KIDNAPPING OF 
UKRAINIAN CHILDREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, 16,226 chil-
dren in Ukraine have been taken from 
their families by Russia through forced 
transfers and deportations between 
February 24, 2022, and March 22, 2023. 
Let me say it again. 16,226 Ukrainian 
children have been taken from their 
homes and sent to Russia. Most people 
call this act kidnapping or abduction. 

In March, the United Nations Human 
Rights Council determined that the 
Russian actions are a violation of 
human rights. On March 17, the Inter-
national Criminal Court issued an ar-
rest warrant for President Putin for 
these kidnappings. 

When the Russians take these chil-
dren, they are sent to ‘‘reeducation 
camps’’ where they wait until a Rus-
sian foster family is found. 

What lies are told to these children? 
That their family is dead? 

In the case of 12-year-old Sashko, the 
Russians told him his mother ‘‘no 
longer needed him.’’ 

In March of 2022, Sashko and his 
mother, Snizhana, were captured in 
Mariupol and separated in the Russian 
camp, not even allowing them to say 
goodbye to each other. Sashko was 
taken to have an eye injury treated 
and was then placed in an orphanage. 
After some time, he found a phone and 
secretly called his grandmother. She 
gathered all of his documents and 
risked her own freedom and possible 
detainment to go and get him. The love 
of a grandmother. 

With his grandmother’s efforts, his 
courage, and the assistance of a large 
network of government and nongovern-
ment entities, they were happily re-
united. Sadly, they have not heard 
from his mother or even know where 
she is. 

While this story is hopeful, there are 
only 307 other children who share the 
same happiness of being returned to 
their families in Ukraine, which means 
there are approximately 16,000 missing 
Ukrainian children in Russia. We must 
join and support the Child Rights 
International Network, Bethany Chris-
tian Services, Voices of Children, and 
approximately 34 other organizations 
who are working together to save these 
children. 

The concurrent resolution we are 
proposing and submitting today 

strongly condemns this practice by 
Russia. This practice was employed by 
ruthless dictators like Adolf Hitler, Jo-
seph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Pol Pot, 
Augusto Pinochet, and other sadistic 
tyrants. Today, we can add Putin to 
that terrible list. 

Children everywhere should be pro-
tected from the cruelty of being ripped 
from their families and trafficked to 
another nation to be ‘‘reeducated’’ and 
placed with a foreign family under the 
guise of the child not having a family. 

This resolution rebukes nations who 
provide aid and support to the Russian 
kidnapping enterprise. It condemns the 
forced adoption of Ukrainian children 
and implores Russia to work with 
international human rights and child 
welfare organizations to ensure the re-
turn of Ukrainian children to their 
home country and their families. 

We should have zero moral ambiguity 
when it comes to Putin. He is a war 
criminal and is committing barbaric 
human rights violations. He should be 
a global outcast and be held account-
able. 

I thank Senator KLOBUCHAR for intro-
ducing the companion legislation in 
the Senate, and I urge my colleagues in 
the House to join me in this mission of 
getting the Ukrainian children home. 

f 

THANK YOU TO THE LINE 
WORKERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Ms. PEREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to thank the line workers in my dis-
trict. They are literally keeping the 
lights on. 

When ice storms hit, when the winds 
are hitting 60-miles-an-hour in my dis-
trict, when we are warm in bed, the 
folks who work on the power lines are 
getting in their trucks and they are 
working in these conditions to keep 
and get the lights on. 

Power transmission is not sexy. It 
does not get the status and the atten-
tion that a Tesla does or that many of 
our electrification projects do. But 
transmission is critical for grid resil-
iency and clean energy. We have got to 
focus our efforts on increasing trans-
mission capacity. 

I take this opportunity to specifi-
cally thank the linemen in my county, 
Skamania County. A few weeks ago, we 
had a huge winter storm. I woke up to 
20 inches. A lot of people like me get 
our water from a well, so when the 
power is out, we don’t have water. 

From the bottom of my heart, I 
thank all of those line folks who are 
keeping the power on, getting up in the 
middle of the night, and taking care of 
our power supply. 

FUNDING FOR WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 
Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to talk about water infrastructure in 
my community. 

A few weeks ago, I was reviewing 
congressional funding requests, and 
one pervasive theme that came up over 

and over was municipal water infra-
structure problems in the district. This 
issue touches every county in my dis-
trict and every home, from Underwood 
to Long Beach to Washougal. 

Over and over, we see infrastructure 
that is past its recommended life span, 
undersized, or on the brink of collapse, 
frankly. In order to resolve this, com-
munities are forced to either slap a 
Band-Aid on it or take out massive 
loans. Some wastewater systems are 
also beginning to fail, and they have 
been releasing sewage into the environ-
ment, which places a lot of people at 
risk. 

Local governments alone can’t ad-
dress this issue. In the past, the gov-
ernment has mandated state-of-the-art 
equipment, essentially requiring that 
these folks put a Lamborghini sewer 
system in when what they really need 
is a Toyota Corolla. This makes it in-
credibly expensive and difficult to keep 
up with maintenance in a small com-
munity. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
pass Federal legislation that will en-
sure all Americans have access to clean 
energy. 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG SHORTAGES 
Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to bring attention to the drug short-
ages happening across the country. 

Like most Americans, I live on a 
budget. My monthly prescription just 
went from $16 a month to $250 a month, 
and we are seeing this across the board. 
We are seeing shortages in Infants’ Ty-
lenol and in cough syrup. We have 
shortages of vital drugs. It is becoming 
incredibly difficult for everyday people 
to keep up with the cost of these nec-
essary medications. 

No surprise, Big Pharma can find the 
capacity to manufacture the expensive 
on-brand drugs, and they are actively 
stonewalling efforts to produce the ge-
neric drugs that working families can 
actually afford. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to address this 
critical issue and ensure folks across 
the Nation can access their medica-
tions. 

IN SUPPORT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

in support of law enforcement officers 
in my district and across the Nation. 

The national starting wage for police 
officers is $67,000 annually. That is not 
very much, folks. These are careers 
that we are asking people to step into 
the line of fire for us, and these wages 
do not reflect the risks of the job. 

As a result, no surprise, recruitment 
and retention of good officers is the top 
issue facing law enforcement agencies 
across the country. But our Federal 
priorities don’t reflect this necessity. 
We are continually funding capital 
projects and not operating expenses. So 
while the cost of living is going up and 
up and up, we are funding, I kid you 
not, body cameras for dogs. 

In my district, one of my local sher-
iff’s offices received Federal funding 
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